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LIVE EXPORT — NORTHERN SUMMER MORATORIUM 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.05 pm]: 
Today, the Australian Livestock Exporters’ Council announced that its members have endorsed a three-month 
moratorium on live sheep exports to the Middle East during the Northern Hemisphere summer. The McGowan 
government welcomes this decision, which essentially adopts the position put forward by our government in April 
this year. 

It has been well documented that the Northern Hemisphere summer poses an unacceptable heat stress risk to 
live sheep coming from the southern ports of Australia. Our government proposed a northern summer pause as 
a way to ensure that the industry would not see a repeat of the conditions exposed on 60 Minutes earlier this 
year. Industry rejected the proposal at the time and, in my view, this late coming to a commonsense decision 
has put the industry on the back foot and made it more difficult to retain its credibility. However, we  
welcome ALEC and the Western Australian Livestock Exporters’ Association taking this important step to 
ensure better animal welfare outcomes and restore public confidence and community licence. The moratorium 
will apply to vessels travelling through the Arabian Sea beyond the latitude of the eleventh parallel north from 
1 June 2019. 

The council is also introducing a code of conduct to drive cultural change and earn community trust. These 
decisions, alongside the recommendations of the Moss review and upcoming strengthening of the Australian 
Standards for the Export of Livestock, will put industry on a more stable footing and show a recognition to work 
to restore public confidence in the live trade. 
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